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A
sweet
deal

Hettinger woman sells

honey worldwide

By Rick Kilfion

I never, ever thought 1 would live in a small
1

cwn, bt [ lave it here”

That staterent Summarizes o move that
Sharon Schwahn made in 1999 when this
Bismarck (ND) native put down roots in
Hettinger. NI and rapidly established herself
as one of the kocal honey industry’s bigpest
adviscaties.

Founder, owner, and manager of the
American Honey Company, Schwahnm got
‘hocked on honey” and beckeeping through
her reluionship with Wes Edwards, one of
several apiary ovners in the Hettinger area ...
including operators  like Grand  River,
Hettinger Honey Company, Red Dot Apiaries,
and Wayme Laufer.

“I met Yies an 1998 and really ook to the
work i the fechils and bee yards, moving the
bees at might, re-queening the hives, and
checking for bee mites,” Schwahn recoumts
with fondness, “We lost nearly 40 percent of
our bees 10 mites in 2004, which was good ...
anything under 50 percent loss was considered
a wictory back then”

After praduating from the University of
Mary as a nurse¢ and working in a Bismarck
retirernent center (something she still does on
occason in Heuimger), Schwahn began her
venture o the honey bisiness with six hives

af ker own that Edwards
b provided as a gift, and she
huxs .1;q|_|.in:d another 18
for a toial of 24 hives.
The output of those

hives amount o

abut 1000 pounds

of pure, sweet honmey
every year, and the
..'||.:u|i11.' of the honey
has made converts of
honey fanatecs all owver
Miarth Amersca.
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A ;-r.-mparndilun of lighter news frows the TEgiom

“There’s one customer in Texas who onders

10 pounds every other month,” she
acknowledpes with tramsparent pride. “He says
he can't cat Texas honpey anymore since he's
eaten ours. Part of what’s helped me in noy
direct retail sales is my membership in the
Pride of Dakota progran, my Web site, and the
variety of hmlq‘hllamﬂ E'lrl.'rdlll.:ts e prn}'n.'id-r.
I'm setting wp some automated equipment for
hatiling and 've got a distribuator in Bismanck
wher helps me fill ordera.”

The chover and alfalfa in western Nonth
[hakota apparently pgeneraies  excepiional
honey, sccording 1o Shwahn, because her
American Honey Company products are
consilered top of the line to customers as far
away as Alaska and Hawaik Selling containers
of assorted sizes and blends directly and
through gift shops, she admits that her
“whipped haney iz probably my best.”

"We try 1o wse everything in some way or
anther,” she observes. °[ hired a lady fo play
around with different formnidas of lotions and
balms made with boney and beeswax.”

Shwahm's diligence and enthusiasm for
beckeeping and honey earned her the title of
beekeeper of the quarter last year from the
Mational Honey Board, She is active in the
MNorth Dakota Beckeeping Association and a
regular ar all fowr of the Pride of Dakota shows
each fall,

*1 don't want to get as big as a Sioux Bee
honey company,” she savs, “buat [ want to gel as
much hopey owt there as possble so0 more
peophe can enjoy it. 've gotten into gift shops
in the Black Hills, Kansas City, and the Fargo-
Moarhead area, and I've got three products
sold as part of the Sakakawea marketing
program rekated to the Lewis & Clark events.
Who would have thought it could be this mush
fun?™ (wwmamericarhmmeycompanrcom) i
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